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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-20 are pending and have been examined in this application. This 



communication is responsive to the original application filed 08/07/2003. 



Claim Objections 



2. Claim 20 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 20 is objected to for lacking of antecedent basis, "The computer program product of claim 
11" in line 1 of claim 20, but there is no "computer program product" mentioned in claim 11. The 
examiner assumes claim 20 depends on claim 19 for continuation of this examination. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 



4. Claims 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 



3. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



As to claim 13, a "computer program product" is being recited; however, as disclosed by 
the specification sections are taught to be computer code, per se, without a computer readable 
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medium capable of producing a useful, concrete and tangible result when used in the computer 
system. 

As such, claims 14-20 are rejected as incorporating the deficiencies of a claim upon 
which it depends. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

6. Claims 1-5, 8-13, 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Humphrey et al. (US Pub 2004/0003039), hereinafter "Humphrey" 

As claim 1, Humphrey teaches a system for providing content in a modular presentation 
system (fig. 5; par [0056], comprising: a plurality of displays (fig. 5, labels 502, 504A - 504F; fig. 
1, label 191; par [0032], lines 27-28; par [0057]), wherein each display neighbors at least one 
other display and all the displays communicate within a peer-to-peer system (Abstract; par 
[0024], lines 1-6; par [0036]), each of the plurality of display associated with: 
an input device configured to receive a gesture input (fig. 1, labels 160, 161, 162; par [0032], 
lines 18-25; par [0028], lines 6-1 1); 
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and a processor (par [0028], lines 6-11), each processor associated with an I/O port and 
configured to interpret the gesture received by the associated input device (fig. 1, labels 160, 
195; par [0032], lines 23-33), each display processor configured with directional information for 
at least one neighboring display (fig. 5, label 510; fig. 7, labels 708, 710; par [0063]; par [0067], 
lines 23-27), each I/O port configured to receive and transmit messages to a neighboring 
display (fig. 1, labels 171, 173; par [0033]; par [0034], lines 1-9), wherein each processor is 
configured to propagate content to a neighboring display (fig. 7, label 708; par [0067], lines 21- 
23). 

As claim 2, Humphrey further teaches each of the plurality of displays is configured to: 
receive new content identification information (par [0024], lines 16-19, that by sharing the 
content, which gives the ability to receive, sending and transmitting; par [0064], lines 1-8); 
and transmit old content identification information (par [0024], lines 10-20, that the initial 
connection will transmit previous information to obtain a common index of content ); 
and present content associated with the new content identification information (par [0013]; par 
[0024], lines 19-23); par [0036]). 

As claim 3, Humphrey further teaches the new content identification information is 
received from a processor associated with a neighboring display in the reverse propagation 
direction (par [0013], par [0024], lines 16-20; par [0028], lines 6-17, that the systems are linked 
in a communications network and/or peer group which propagates in a forward/reverse 
directions based on the association with the adjoining client), the old content identification 
information is transmitted to a processor associated with a neighboring display in the forward 
propagation direction (par [0013], par [0024], lines 16-20; par [0028], lines 6-17), the forward 
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propagation direction derived from the gesture input (fig. 7, labels 708, 710; par [0067], lines 21- 
27). 

As claim 4, Humphrey further teaches the new content identification information 
includes: retrieving new content identification information from a memory stack (par [0024], lines 
16-20, [0032], lines 9-14, that the shared content index, URL's and updates are stored on a 
memory storage device, which the updated information is available and the outdated information 
is removed or archived) 

As claim 5, Humphrey teaches a method of providing content in a modular presentation 
system (fig. 5; par [0056]) having a plurality of displays (fig. 5, labels 502, 504A - 504F; fig. 1, 
label 191; par [0032], lines 27-28; par [0057]), each display associated with a processor (par 
[0028], lines 6-11), input device (fig. 1, labels 160, 161, 162; par [0032], lines 18-25; par [0028], 
lines 6-11), and an I/O port (fig. 1, labels 160, 195; par [0032], lines 23-33), the method 
comprising: 

receiving gesture input by an input device associated with a first of the plurality of displays (fig. 
1, labels 160, 161, 162; par [0032], lines 18-25; par [0028], lines 6-1 1), the first display 
presenting a first content, the first content associated with a first content identification 
information (par [0013]; par [0024], lines 19-23); par [0036]); 

interpreting the gesture input (fig. 1, labels 160, 195; par [0032], lines 23-33) by the processor 
associated with the first display (fig. 5, label 510; fig. 7, labels 708, 710; par [0063]; par [0067], 
lines 23-27); 

retrieving a second content identification information (par [0024], lines 16-19, that by sharing the 
content, which gives the ability to receive, sending and transmitting; par [0064], lines 1-8); 
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sending the first content identification information to a neighboring display (par [0024], lines 10- 
20, that the initial connection will transmit previous information to obtain a common index of 
content ); 

and presenting a second content at the first display, the second content associated with the 
second content identification information (par [0013]; par [0024], lines 19-23); par [0036]). 

As claim 8, Humphrey further teaches interpreting the gesture includes: determining the 
direction of the gesture (par [0024], lines 10-20, that the gesture includes updating, which is 
controlled by the user choosing a direction via a URL). 

As claim 9, Humphrey further teaches retrieving second content identification 
information includes: retrieving a second URL from a memory associated with the display (par 
[0024], lines 19-23, that the URL's are stored in memory). 

As claim 10, Humphrey further teaches sending first content identification information to 
a neighboring display includes: sending a first URL to the neighboring display (par [0024], lines 
19-23, that the content discovery service provides an initial URL). 

As claim 11, Humphrey further teaches: 
propagating content, the direction of propagation derived from the gesture input (par [0024], 
lines 16-19; par [0028], lines 6-17), wherein propagating content includes: 
receiving the first content identification information by a second processor associated with a 
second display (par [0024], lines 16-19, that by sharing the content, which gives the ability to 
receive, send and transmit; par [0064], lines 1-8); 
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and updating the second display to present content associated with the first content 
identification information (par [0013]; par [0024]). 

As claim 12, Humphrey further teaches propagating content includes: for each display 
that exists along the direction of propagation, wherein each display includes a current content 
identification information (par [0013]): 

receiving a received content identification information from a neighboring display in a direction 
reverse to the direction of propagation (par [0067] ; 

sending the current content identification information to a neighboring display in the direction of 
propagation (par [001 3]; par [0067]); 

and updating the display with the received content identification information (par [0013], lines 1- 
3; par [0024], lines 10-20; par [0032], lines 27-28). 

As claim 13, Humphrey further teaches a computer program product for execution by a 
computer (fig 1, labels 144-146; par [0028], lines 1-11) for providing content in a modular 
presentation system (fig. 5; par [0056]) having a plurality of displays (fig. 5, labels 502, 504A - 
504F; fig. 1, label 191; par [0032], lines 27-28; par [0057]), each display associated with a 
processor (par [0028], lines 6-11), input device (fig. 1, labels 160, 161, 162; par [0032], lines 18- 
25; par [0028], lines 6-11), and an I/O port (fig. 1, labels 160, 195; par [0032], lines 23-33), 
comprising: 

computer code (par [0028], lines 1-11) for receiving gesture input by an input device associated 
with a first of the plurality of displays (fig. 1, labels 160, 161, 162; par [0032], lines 18-25), the 
first display presenting a first content, the first content associated with a first content 
identification information (par [0013]; par [0024], lines 19-23; par [0028]; par [0036]); 
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computer code(par [0028], lines 1-11) for interpreting the gesture input (fig. 1, labels 160, 195; 
par [0032], lines 23-33) by the processor associated with the first display (fig. 5, label 510; fig. 7, 
labels 708, 710; par [0063]; par [0067], lines 23-27); 

computer code (par [0028], lines 1-11) for retrieving a second content identification information 
(par [0024], lines 16-19, that by sharing the content, which gives the ability to receive, send and 
transmit; par [0028]; par [0064], lines 1-8); 

computer code (par [0028], lines 1-11) for sending the first content identification information to a 
neighboring display (par [0013]; (par [0024], lines 10-20, that the initial connection will transmit 
previous information to obtain a common index of content ); 

and computer code (par [0028], lines 1-11) for presenting a second content at the first display, 
the second content associated with the second content identification information (par [0013]; par 
[0024], lines 19-23); par [0036]). 

As claim 16, Humphrey further teaches the computer code for interpreting the gesture 
includes: computer code for determining the direction of the gesture (par [0024], lines 10-20, 
that the gesture includes updating, which is controlled by the user choosing a direction via a 
URL). 

As claim 17, Humphrey further teaches the computer code for retrieving second content 
identification information includes: computer code for retrieving a second URL from a memory 
associated with the display (par [0024], lines 19-23, that the URL's are stored in memory). 

As claim 18, Humphrey further teaches the computer code for sending first content 
identification information to a neighboring display includes: computer code for sending a first 
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URL to the neighboring display (par [0024], lines 19-23, that the content discovery service 
provides an initial URL). 

As claim 19, Humphrey further teaches: 
computer code for propagating content, the direction of propagation derived from the gesture 
input (par [0024], lines 16-19; par [0028], lines 1-17), wherein propagating content includes: 
computer code for receiving the first content identification information by a second processor 
associated with a second display (par [0024], lines 16-19, that by sharing the content, which 
gives the ability to receive, send and transmit; par [0064], lines 1-8); 

and computer code for updating the second display to present content associated with the first 
content identification information (par [0013]; par [0024]). 

As claim 20, Humphrey further teaches the computer code for propagating content (fig 
1, labels 144-146; par [0028], lines 1-11) includes: 

for each display that exists along the direction of propagation (fig. 5, labels 502, 504A - 504F; 
fig. 1, label 191; par [0032], lines 27-28; par [0057]), wherein each display includes a current 
content identification information (par [0013]; par [0024]): computer code for receiving a 
received content identification information from a neighboring display in a direction reverse to 
the direction of propagation (par [0013]; par [0024]; par [0067]); 

computer code for sending the current content identification information to a neighboring display 
in the direction of propagation (par [0013]; par [0067]); 

and computer code for updating the display with the received content identification information 
(par [0013], lines 1-3; par [0024], lines 10-20; par [0032], lines 27-28). 



Application/Control Number: 10/636,044 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2179 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 6-7 and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Humphrey in view of Krzyzanowski et al. (US Pub 2004/0098456), hereinafter "Krzyzanowski" 

As claim 6 and 14, Humphrey does not teach receiving input on a touch screen display. 

However, Krzyanowski teaches receiving input on a touch screen display (fig. 4, labels 
404, 410; par [0039]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Humphrey by receiving input on a touch screen 
display as taught by Krzyanowski in order to provide easy to use input for the user via touch 
screen (Krzyanowski: par [0007], lines 9-14). 

As claim 7 and 15, Humphrey does not teach determining whether the gesture is one of 
a move or transpose gesture. 

However, Krzyanowski teaches determining whether the gesture is one of a move or 
transpose gesture (par [0087]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Humphrey by determining whether the 
gesture is one of a move or transpose gesture as taught by Krzyanowski in order to provide an 
enhanced display by interpreting the gesture to provide a display that is user controlled 
(Krzyanowski: par [0007], lines 9-14). 
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Conclusion 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Kanevsky et al. (US Patent 6,426,761) - Information presentation system for a graphical 
user interface. 

Craig (US Patent 6,108,687) - System and method for providing a synchronized display 
to a plurality of computers over a global computer network. 

Husain et al. (US Pub 2004/0098458) - Distributed computing infrastructure including 
multiple collaborative sessions. 

Chen et al. (US Pub 2003/0085923) - Method and apparatus fro conducting a 
collaboration session in which screen displays are commonly shared with participants. 

McCormick et al. (US Patent 7,058,354) - Learning activity platform and method for 
teaching a foreign language over a network. 

Adams et al. (US Patent 5,873,100) - Internet browser that includes an enhanced cache 
for user-controlled document retention. 

Rodgers et al. (US Pub 2002/0026478) - Method and apparatus for forming linked multi- 
user groups of shared software applications. 

Weisman et al. (US Patent 7,171,475) - Peer networking host framework and hosting 

API. 

Tanikoshi et al. (US Patent 5,634,018) - Presentation supporting method and apparatus 
therefor. 



r • 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Carleton whose telephone number is 571-270-1258. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30AM-5:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




